Science

Name: _______________________

Royal Science High School

Per: ____ Date: _______________

Searching for Extraterrestrial Life

Due: Tue. Nov. 16
You and your partners are a team of scientists.  NASA is planning to search for life on other planets in our solar system and has made an open call for astrobiologists to propose where they should focus their search.  Your team has accepted the challenge.

Using the knowledge that you have gained in class about the requirements for life and the diversity of life, along with the research you will conduct on the planets in our solar system, you will create a proposal for NASA.

Your proposal will include:

· A PowerPoint presentation

· A written Request for Proposal
· A prediction on what the life on your planet may look like
· An example of life from your “Growing Environment”

Your proposal must respond to the following questions:

· On which planet/moon in our solar system should we search for life?

· Why should we search here as opposed to somewhere else?
· You must be able to defend your decision as well as provide an explanation as to why your planet is preferable to others.

	1. Form groups of four.
	W. 10/27

	2.  Select “Growing Environment”, devise plan for taking care of it for next few weeks.
	Th. 10/28

	3.  Review planetary conditions on planets/moons; decide which planets are suitable for life.
	M. 11/1

	4.  Make a decision as to which planet would be the best place to search for life.
	M. 11/1

	5.  Conduct additional research to defend your decision.
	T. 11/2 – M. 11/8

	6.  Choose two “runner-up” planets.
	M. 11/1

	7. Conduct additional research to support why your planet is better than the runner-ups.
	T. 11/2 – M. 11/8

	8.  Begin putting the above information into a PowerPoint
	T. 11/2 – M. 11/8

	9.  Begin your written proposal.
	T. 11/2 – M. 11/8

	10.  Use matching activity to brainstorm possible forms of life on your planet.
	W. 11/3

	11. Create possible alien life-form that could exist under your planet’s conditions.
	W. 11/3

	12. Finish up PowerPoint and Written Proposal
	M. 11/15 –

T. 11/16

	13. Practice for Presentation
	M. 11/15 – T. 11/16

	14. Compare and contrast the class’ “Growing Environments”
	W. 11/17 – F. 11/19

	15. Present (to CSUEB scientists?)
	W. 11/17- F. 11/19


