Lesson Observation and Reflection Tool - Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Date ______ Observer __________________ Teacher _________________ Class _____________
        The teacher:

        The students:

       Comments

	Preparation to Teach Vocabulary

        Signals that vocabulary

        instruction will take place

        Specifies students’ active role

        Appears to have analyzed the

        lesson vocabulary demands 

        and prepared to teach

        Provides note-taking support

	Preparation to Learn 

        Listen attentively
        Focus on instructional 

       visuals (handout, board)

 v     Get ready to take notes

        when prompted


	

	Explicit Instruction of Vocabulary

        Uses a consistent, familiar

        vocabulary teaching routine
        Directs students’ attention to 

        the new word (on board, etc.)

        Pronounces the word a few times

        Breaks a multi-syllable word

        into syllables (on board, etc.)

        Guides students in reading and

        pronouncing the word a few times

        Explains the meaning succinctly

        using familiar language

        Provides accessible examples

        Checks for understanding with a

        quick formative assessment


	Engagement in Learning

        Listen attentively
        Focus on instructional 

       visuals (handout, board)

 v     Repeat when prompted

 v     Write when prompted

        Focus on task, not idle,

        talking, bothering


	

	Structured Student Use of Words

        Structures word use with an

        oral task and response starter

        Models an appropriate response

        Partners students to share ideas

        Calls on one or two students

        to share responses with class
	Application of New Words

 v     Share with partner

        when prompted

 v     Respond appropriately

       Appear to comprehend


	

	Word Selection

        Teaches words related to the

        focal lesson concepts

        Teaches high-use academic words

        relevant to the lesson content

        Teaches academic word families

        Teaches multiple meaning words
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